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BEING 


Neceſſary and Profitable TR ACT, 


upon Three Fandamental Principles of Chriftian Res 
ligios : Which few do indeed know : and yer he who 


knows them not, cannot be ſaved, F;z, 


How Man was at firſt Created. 
How he is now Corrupted. 
How he may be again Reſtored, 


ogether, with the Conditions of the Covenant of Grace,amd to 
whom the Promiſes of the Goel belong, 


The which well learned, would keep Millions out of Hel; 
that blindly throng thither. 


By R. YounGs of Rexwell in  Efſex. © 
If oxr Goþel be hid , it 1s bits them that are loſt : 1# whois the God of this 
* world, bath blinded the minds of them which believe not”, left the light 


* of the ylori 61s Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God \ ſhould ſhine Ke 
to them, 2 Cor. 4. 3, 4+ 

WaaAS when Gd created the World , the firſt thinghe 

3 made was Light,Gez 1.3. ſo when he makes us new 

? creatures, he firſt creates light in the underftanding, 

bn ® whereby the poor ſoul may ſee his Spiritual miſery 

hc wretchodogh which before ( by reaſon of that was/ or 

A curtain 


'2 

curtain which is drawn over every natural mans heart, 2 (or.3; 
2451516) he is ſo far from diſcerning, that with Laodicea he 
. thinks himſelf rich,and to want nothing ; whes yet he 1: wretched, 


Proper means to expel Groſs Ignorance. 


and miſerable, and por, ayd blind, and naked of all Firitual th- 
dowments, Rev.3.17./t Tim.6.4, As forinſtance, it is to be 


obſerved, (can never be enough bewailed ) that generally] 


X throughout the Land, people of all ſorts( young #14 old,rich and 
” poor) eſpecially the poor,ave fo invincibly ignorant, that (re- 


maining ſo) it is impoſſible(ſo far as I am able to judge by the] 


Word of God) that ever they ſhould be ſaved. 
As ask them theſe queſtions, How do you hope to be ſaved? 


They will anſwer, By my prayers and good indeavours. Have} 


you never broke this or that Commandment, Thos ſhalt have 
0 otber Gioas but the Lord. Thou ſhalt not kit, Thou ſhalt mt 


. fleal. Thon ſhalt not commit Adultery > No, never they thank] 


'God. Are you proud ? No not they; What ſhould they be 
proud of? and many the like. As for Original ſin, they 


know not wlfat ir means. Nor is there any convincing them, 
that they were born finners into the world, Yea,let a Mini) 
fer come to them upon their death bed, and queſtion with 
them about their eſtates, or ask them how their ſouls fare, and 
what peace they have ; what will be their manner of anſwer- 
ing, (eſpecially if they have not been notorious offenders? ) Are 
they a whit troubled for f,,cither original or aftxal ? Or will 
they acknowledge themſelves in a loft condition without 
Chriſt ? No their conſciences are at quiet,and they are at peace 
with themſelves and all the world, and they thank Gea, no fin 
troubles them, nor ever did. They bave beenno Murtherers, no 
Adulterers, no common Drunkards ; neither have they been 
- Oppreſſors: ( For they are ſo blind and ignorant, that they 
think the Commandment is not broken, if the outward groſs 
finbe forborn. ) Yea,will they ſay,1 do not know that I have 
man,woman,or child ; I have been a Proteſtant, and 

-Zone to Church all my dayes. 


Sect, 1I, 
Yea, ſofar are they from being ſenſible of their wants, that 
you ſhall hear them brag of cheir faith, works,and good mean-| 
| | ae el aff e iid eden. | ng 


Proper means to expel Groſs Ignorauce;”. Ro 1 
[ing ; Of their juſt and upright dealipg; the goodneſs of their 


a he hearts, the ſtrength of cheir faich, hope z and that they never 


doubted ia all their lives. Yea, 4hatit were pity chey ſhould 


Im] live, if they did not believe in ChriF, and hope'ito be ſaved 
0 be] by bim. The uſual expreſſions of formal {briftsans, and Pro- 
rally} hats ft large : who know not what faith, hope; or a good 


» anl[ heart means,no more then NN icodemus knew what it was to. be. 
+| born again. - 4 
7 theſ All which anſwers and brags of theirs do imply, that they | 


ae as righteons as Chrift himſelf, Or Adam in the ſtare of Inyo» 


ed?] cency : for be that can clear himſelf.of Pride, or the. breach 
{ave}, ofany one Commandment, or from. Origiua/ fin, may.clear 


2avel himſelf from all ſin whatſoever ;'.and if 1o, what need of 
t wet] Chyift ? Yea, what pollibilicy: 1s there that. eyer' ſugh a ſoul 


nank] ſhould bave any benefit by Chrif ?- who came;yet 19 call the 


mebteows ( viz. ſuch as think themſelyes ſo ) bay weary and 


heavy Laden ſinners to repentance, Mat,10,6.and 1 5.24 and iS. 
11,9,12,13. 1 Tim:3.15. Luke 1.53. TRE 
Se&. I. 


Again, this is an infallible truth, That without repentgnes 
there is no being ſaved; and what hope of their ſerious and.ut» 
feigned repentance ? for fin muſt be ſeen before,iteanþe ſors 
towed for. A man mult know himſelf ck before. heywill 
ſeek to the Phyſitian. Yea, where there is no di/catrery of the 
Diſeaſe, the recovery of the Health is.in vain hoped for. Which 
| makes Cyprian ſay, That ir is as meer loſt labour, th. preach vn» 
to a man the things of God, before he is humbled with che 
light ofhis wants, as to offer light to a blind man, tO: Freak to. 
ceaf man, Or to labour to make a brnit beaſt Wiſe. 

Beſides, if we look to be ſaved by any thing that we can.do 
(cr can profit us nothing. For the Son of man #5 come rofecks 
and to ſave onely that which is left : the loft fneep of the homſe of 
Iſ-ael, Matth. 18.11. Luke 19.10- 1 Tim-1.15. evenſuch as 
utterly deſpair in regard of all other helps. :Nor 4s he any.way 
lic for ab/o[150n, who finds not himſelf worthy of cindennation. 
e ſhall find no /avectneſs 5# ic brifts bleed, till weſeal the 


4: Proper means to expel Groſs Ignorance. 


ſmart of our ſins. Yea, no menunder Heavez are in ſo hope- 

leſs a condition as they, who think to be ſaved by their prefor- 

mances, or any other thing or means, than-by the righteonſ- 

xe/s of Chriſt alone, It faring with them as it doth with unskil- 

ful ſwimmt#r, who when they begin to ſink, if they catch hold 

;h weeds in the bottom, the ſafter they hold, the ſurer the are tobe 
wed, 


Sea. IV. 


| Feourthly; and laſtly, chere needs no more to condemn theſe 


men, then their ignorance of ſuch ſaving truths : eſpeciallyin | 


ſuch'glorious times of light & grace as theſe are; wherein they 


may hear'the Word preached every day in the week, if they | 


did not flight & diſregard it, which aggravates their fin excee- 


dingly: For though it be enough,that God bath ſet down hu will | 


in h Word moſt plainly, as we may read,or hear ir read,(were 
at any rate.) and that the Epiromy of the Whole Law ts Writ 
3 every mans heart ; whatſoever ye Would that men ſhonld \doun« 
$0 you, even ſo do ye unto them, Mat.7.12, { As it ſerves nota 


Malefatters turn, to plead sgnoerantiam juris, be knew not the | 


Law of his Prince, which he hath brokes : for if the King have 

dnee procdeimed any thing, and the /ubjef? after ſufficienc time 

of notifying his will, be ignorant of it ; at his own peri/ beit ) 

ba tobe affetedly ignorant, and to out their E yes a ainſt the 
, 


ghrof theGofpel, is by far more damnable': This is a f1n with a 


demuation,that light 'ss come into the World, and men leved dark: 
neſs rather thay light, becauſe their deeds were evil. And ſoon 
the contrary, This ts life Erernal,to know thee the only true God, 
and 7eſug Chrift whom thou haſt ſent John 17.3. Beſides, with- 
_ ont kyowledg, the mind eaumt be good, as wiſe Solomon affirms, 
Prov.19.2. A man may know the wil of God, and yet not as 
it z bat be cannot dvit, except he kyowit. Neither can he be 
born of God,that knoweth him nor, r 70h» 4.7.nor can he love 
Ged,verſe $. Whence that terrible Text, ey. 10. 25. Ponr 
out rhy fury upon the Heathen that know thee net, Plalm 79. 6. 
And that other more terrible, 2 Theſ.1.7,8. The Lord feſ# 


| Fall berevedled from Heaven in flaming fire,to take vengeance on þ 


1/11 


witneſs, ' As what ſays our Savior, John 3.19. Th is the con-| 


WM SC —_ 
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them that know not God. Whence the Prophety {hb is pe» 
remprory, /t is 4 people of no underſtanding therefore liz that made 
them, will not have mercy pon themand he that farmed them, will _ 
fhew them no favony, Ila. 27.11. | TNT 

Obſerve theſe Scriptures you ignoraut ſouls,that think youg 
ignorance will excuſe you: and let not Sata,nor your decoirful 
bearts ſo delude you, as to think that Godis. in jeſt, wherehe 
faich, Ady people are deſtroyed for lack of knowleag, 'and becanſe 
thaw haſt rejefted knoWledg, 1 will alſo rejet thee, Hoſ.4.6. Or 
if you do, you ſhall one day find him in earneff. Foras you 
' know not Chriſt here, ſo when you ſhall look for entrance into 
his Kjngdows hereafter,be ſhall ſay unto you, Depare from me, [ 
' kyow you nor, Mat. 25.12,41. which will be bur a fad ſaying+ 
And far better vvereit, that you vvere ignorant of all other 
things ; vvhich makes St. Paulay, I defere to know nothing a> 


' wong Jon, ſave Feſus Chriſt and him crucified, 1 Cor.2.2. 


—_— 


Se. V. 


.- 1, That Gedinthe begywing made 


Novy this being the caſe of millions in the City, and.ſo all the 


| Landover, vvhat can we other then conclude, That fe (even: 


amongſt us ) ſhall be ſaved, ag our Savioxr affirms, Aar.7.13, 
14. and 20,16, And that the whole world lieth tn wickedaeſsas 
St.Zohn ſpeaks, 1 Zohn 5.19. And that the number of theſe whons 

Satan ſhall deceive, is as the ſand of the Sea,Rev.20 8.and 13,15,. 


.| 16,17, Iſa-10,22. Rom 9 27. 


Which being ſo, I hold my ſelf bound to acquaint them, 
vyhat every one muſt of neceſficy knovy, or they cannot be ſa- 
ved;the vvhich I vvill do in a fevy lines,that all(vyho vyill Jmay 
have the benefit thereof. Wherefore let all ſuch ( sf they have" 
ears hear what I ſhall ſay unto them out of Gods word,ta laying 
open thoſe three Fundamental principles before mentioned, 


Sef. VI. 


Toxching the bownty and goodneſs of G OD in Man's creatin 
o, theſe things would be known. ' 

man-in Paradiſe, after 

My all 


= 


3 
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© "all his other works, that be might come as to a ſamptaens Pa, 


= the other creatures, as being a /irtle world of himſelf; for 
_ whereas Planets have being, not life ; Plants have life, not 
” Yenſe ; Beaft; have ſenſe, not reaſon ; Angels have being, life, 
”  reafon, not ſenſe : ax bath all, and contains in him more 
| generality than the 'e Angels, viz. being, life,ſenſe,reaſon. 

” © }, That as he was made Lord of, and had dominion over 
all, ſo hedid excel all other viſible Creatures, 

_- 1. Inthathe had a reaſonable ſont. 

2. In that he bath a ſpeaking tongoe, 


+ 3. In that he was made upright, with his face /ifred wp to | 


 Heavtz-ward. 
4. In that all chings were made ſubjeft to him. 
$. In that he was made after the image of God. 
- 6. In that Is ſoul is immortal. 
7. In that he was Ordained to Eternal glory. 


More eſpecially we are to know, that as God made all things | 
elſe for mans uſe and ſervice: ſo hecreated man (male and fe- 


.. male ) more immediately for his own honour and ſervice, and 
did accordingly adorn him with gifts and abilities above all o- 
thee viſible creatures. For God made 2 (had not we anmade onr 
felves ) after his own image, endowing us ( as with reaſonable 
ard immortal ſouls, ſo ) with perfetion of all true wiſdom, 
holineſs, and righteouſneſs ; writing his Law in our hearts, and 
Iving'us ability to obey, and fulfil the fame in every point ; 
and withal a power to ſtand, and forever to continue in a moſt 
- 'bleffed and happy condition, free from all miſery,and to enjoy 


- @fweet and bleſſed communion with our Creator. So thar man 


Was created very good , did clearly and perfetly know the 
-. whole will, and wroks of his Maker ; was able out of the inte- 
Y griy of his ſoul,and fitneſs of all the powers, fully, willingly, 
= andchearfully,to love,obſerve,and obey his Maker, in every tit- 
- Te and circumſtance he required, and to love his Neighbour 4s 
- byaſelf : So that neither jm mind did conceive, nor the heart 
7 dſire,nor thedody put in execution any thing,but that which 

vas Icceptable, and well pleaſing to God; as theſe enſuing 

I PER et EPO MEPE F an TOA $cripcures 


- Iaceready farniſhed. 
ME eto der made n Canprediom, and abridgmere ofa 


—-— 


——_— 


to 


for inſtance: Though weare bound to Praiſe and ſerve God a- 


- dCained for our ſakes ; yet Heaven, Earth,and Sea,all the Ele« * 


Proper yeans toexpel Croſs Ignorance. * 7 
Scriptures do plainly prove Gez.1,26,27,30.Eccle.7.29. Rota, | 


2.14,15. 7 
Seq. VII. _ 


Which being ſo, how ſhould it hamble us, 8nd make ug as 
ſhamed of our preſent condition, and withal ſer us on fire with 
a holy zeal,to out-ſtrip, and go before all the reſt of the Crea» * 
tures in obeying our Creator; as far as he did make us out-ſtrip ? 
them allin ſpiritual and divine excellencies ? whereas hitherto +: 
they have our-ſtript and gone before us in a high degree+ As 


bove any creature whatſoever,in that all the creatures were or= 


ments, all the Creatures, obey the Word of God,and ſerve him, ' 
as they did at firſt ; yea, cal xpon ws to ſerve him; onely [men 
for whom they were all made, moſt ingratefully rebel againlt © 
him. As if you conſider it rightly ,the obedience of inſenfible- 
and brute Creatures unto the will of God, isa great chegKk » 
and reproof unto the diſobedience of man, CMHay, is the 
chiefeft of Creatures, and they the loweft,; yer do they.as far * 
exceed him in obedience, as he doth them in Natural eminege * 
cy. The Stork and the Swallow knoW their appointed tines «© 
7 he Ox kneweth his Owner,” and the Aſs his Maſters crib, 1p. : 
1.3, The Sea moveth in a ſetled and unmovying courſe, the 
Stars fit their many changes, to a ſteddy Rule anſwerable co 
the will of him that ever changeth- The Lord by Moſes but 
ſpake to the Rick, and it gave water ts the thirſty {/raelites ; » 
he but commanded the Clonds to ra47 down Hanna, and the 
windto bring them in 2uails, for the ſatisfying of their huw- 
ger, and they did ſo, Yea, he but bad the-Ravers, bring brega 
auld fleſh to Elijah, aud they did it- In like manner did the wind 
41d ſea, Mat. 8.27. the Lions, Dan.6 22: thoſe two fhe-bears, : 
2 Kings 2.24- the fire, Dan.3.27- the earth, Numb 16. 19, 0] 
27. obey the voice ofthe Lord, and many the like ſpoken of 
in Scripture But Man is wholly gone aſtray from his rule, and: 
not onely r#nnecth from 5r, but againſt it, ſo that he is far worſe 
PT things worſe than himſelf. 7-6 

Which were it rightly conſidered, would be enough to melt. 


A.4 _ -\ \ af 


% - 
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: anlbeart of Adamant. For was this the principal end,for which 
= men were created in ſuch a glorious condition? That we might 
; bonour,love,and ſerve our (eater, and enjoy communion and | whi 
happineſs with him for ever ; and are we ſo far from excelling | wa! 
| thereſt ofthecreatures, that we are become more diſobedient : 
and rebellious to God,then any one of them,except Sat» him- | mo 
© ſelf? One would think it ſhould make all, (rhat thirſt not after ||| to. 
* heir oWn damnation) not onely to hate and miſlike theme * ' in « 
ſelves for it, but force us with all poſſible ſpeed and induſtry, 
£0 ſeek out the cauſe, and how to recover our ſelves out of this | lel 


wretched and damnable condition. | he 
SefF, VIII. wh 
ant 


-  Butit will be demanded, how this comes to be ſo? and what 
was the cauſe ? wl 
 Towhich I anſwer: God at firſt entred into Covenant with | mt 
our Bf Parents,as pablick perſons,both in behalf of themſelves, | ou 
and all chat ſhould procced our of their loins,and ſo,that what | wt 
ſoever gifts, priviledges, and endowments they had beſtowed | or 

- nponthem, ſhould be.continued to them and theirs, onely upon || th 

| - condition of their loyalty and pegſonal obedience ( of which ne 

*  #he tree of life was a pledp ) and they ſhould have & enjoy them, W 

| * or loſe and be deprived of them,as well for their of ſþring,as for 
vhemſelves, as they ſhould keep or tranſoreſs his royal Law. 

- But ſce how unworthily they demeaned themſelves rowards |. 

+ "this their bountiful Maker and Beyefafor ! For whereas God ſe 

- placed them in Paradiſe, and gave them free liberty to eat of 

the fruit of every Tree inthe Garden, ſave onely of the Tree of tl 
K nowledg of Good and Evil, prohibiting them thar alone, even 
gpon pain of Eternal death to them and theirs, they moſt per- 
 fidiouſly concemned and brake this Law, which { as ſundry cir- ſr 
cumftances that do aggravate it ſhew ) was a molt execrable le 
and damnable ſin. As obſerve the ſeveral circumſtances ſet | 
down by M9ſes, to amplifie the foulneſs of cheir fall : As, 
© Firſt, thar they deſpiſed and made light of the promiſe of 
God, whereby they were commanded t6/hope for eyerlaſting 
life, ſo long as they continued their loyalty bepatance.. 
RY | . Ng 2. There | 


| 
| 


» 


, 
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- 2, There was in it an unſufferable pride and ambition, in 
that he could not content himſelf with being Lord of the 


| whole Univerſe, but he muft be equal unto Gzd, and every | 


way like bis Maker. 74 
3. What greater unbelicf could there be ? when he gave 
more credit unto the Serp-xt,in ſaying, He ſhould not die, than” 
to God, who immediately before tells him, That if he did fin 


'in eating the forbidden fruit, he Zonld die ? 


4. In this ſin was not onely unkindneſs not to be paral- 
lel'd, bur wilful murther of himſelf, and all his poſterity, whom 


| he knew were to ſtand or fall with him. 


5. Herein was foul Apeftacy from God to the Devil; to 
whom (charging God with Iying,envy malice ,&c. ) he revolted 
and adhered, rather than ſtick to his Makey. 

And to theſe might be added many the like circumſtances, 
which grievouſly aggravate the fin of oxy firf Parents, and 
make it ſodeadly in effet. [For hereby iris, we not onely loſt 
our bleſſed communion with God,that the Image of God, after 
which they were created, was forthwith aboliſhed and blotted 
out; but that many grievous miſeries and puniſhments came it 
the room of it; ſo that inthe place of yiſdom, power, holi- 
neſs, truth, righteouſneſs, and the like ornaments, wherewith 
we had been cloathed, there hath ſucceeded theſe and the like 3+ * 

1. This their fin bath fiiled our whole man with corruption. * 

2. It hath made us become vafſals znto Sin and Satan. * 

3, It hath diſabled us from.underſtanding the will, and obs 
ſerving the Commandments of the Lord. 

4. It cauſed us to loſe our right unto, and ſoveraignty over 
the Creatures. | | 

5. It makes our perſons and ations unacceptable to'Ged. *_ 

6. It hath caſt us out of Gods favour, and inade us liable and 
ſubje& to all the plagues and miſeries of this life, and to end- 
leſs,cafleſs,and remedileſs torments 1n the lifero come, | 


Set, 1X, 


And the reafon is, our firff Parents being the root of all man- 
kisd and inſtead of all their poſterity before they had iſſue; and 


Py % Js » 


- 1 Theira 
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the Covenant being made with them as pwblick perſonr,not for 


themſelves onely,but for their poſtericy, who were to ſtand or 
fall with them, they being left to the freedom of their own 


| wills,in tranſpreſſing the Commandment of Ged,by eating the } 
> . forbidden fruit, through the cemptation of Satax, have made F 


© us,and all man-kind deſcending from them by ordinary generg- 
' Lion, as guilty of their ſin, as any heir # liable to his Fathers debt; 
being ours, as the att of a Knight or Bargeſs inthe 
Parliament houſe, 14 the abt of the whole County,in whole name & 
room they ſit,and whom they repreſear ; by which means our 
Nature is ſo corrupted, that we are utterly indiſpoſed and made 
oppoſite untd all char is ſpirirually good, and wholly inclined 
unto all evil,and thar continually ; and have alſo loſt our com- 
muniom with God, incurred his diſpleaſure & curſe, ſo as we are 
juſtly bable co all puniſhments, both in this life, and in the life 
TO COMe. , 
Now for the fuller confirming and amplifying of what hath 
been ſaid, touching Original fix,take onely theſe enſuing Scyip- 
*  Sures and eApboriſms, without any-needleſs connexion, that [ 
* "may be ſo much the briefer. 
Se8, Xo 
Amongſt many others, the molt pregnant Scriptures for the 
confirming of this point, I hold to be theſe. 
 , The Fathers have eaten ſowre Grapes, and the childrens teeth 
'@re ſet on edge, Jer. 31.29, was a true Proverb,though by them 


"abuſed. By oe mas fin entered into the world, and death by fin:and | 


fo death paſſed upon all men, in whom all have ſinned, Rom.5.12, 
£0 21. ho can brivg a cleay thing out of an unclean ? nit one, 
Job 14.4. See chap. 15.14,15, 16. Weareall 45 an unclean 
 . thing, and all our righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags, I[a.64.6, By 
the Works of che Law there ſhall no fleſh be juStified in hi fight, 
Rom.3.20. There is no difference, for all have ſinned, and come 
Port of the glory of God, Rom.3-21,22,23* And God ſaw that 
the wickedneſs of man Was great on the earth, and that every ima- 
*  Sixation of the thoughts of his heart was onely evil continually, and 
it repented the Lord that he kad made man, Gen.s6.5,6. Both Jews 
and Gentiles are all under ſin; as it u written, There & none righ- 
+ teoues, no nat one, There ts none that wnderſtandeth, there is none 
4 »£fT8 q E | . - hat 
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We any moreto condemn us, then what we brought into the. 


| #nder their lips,there 1s uo fear of God before their eyes, Roi. 3« | 
9; tO 20. Ont of the heart proceed evil thoughts murders, adultem. | 


Proper means to expel Groſs Ignorance. _ 
that ſecketh after God: They are all gone oxt of the way, they 
are altogether become unprofitable ; There is none that doth good, 
no not one, 'T heir throat 1s an opey: ſepulchre, the peyſon of aſps as. | 


ries, fornications,thefts falſe witne/s blaſphemies,Mat.15 .19.See 
Gal.5.19,20,21. whence come wars and fightinss amonoft you ? 
Come they not hence ? even of your luſts that way in your meng=. | 
bers, James 4. 1. Unto them that are unbelieving, is nothing 
pare, but even their mind and conſcience is defiled, Tit.1.15. . 1, 
fee ancther Law in my members, warring againſt the Law of my. 
mind,and bringing me into captivity to the Law of ſin, Which ts in 
my members, O wretched manthat Iam, who ſhall deliver me 
fFom the body of this death, &c. Rom.7.14, to 25. where the A- 
poſt le ſpeaks all this, and a great deal more of himſelf. See Eph. 
2.2,3. Gal.3.10. 

Yet how many that grieve for their other ſins,which are ne- 
ver troubled for their Original orrnption ! which ſhould above 
alt be bewailed,ev:n as the mether and vur/e of all the reſt; and. * 
thought wortby not of our ſighs alone, but of our tears. For 
thisis the great wheel of the clock, that ſets all the other wheels. - 
a moving, whileit ſeems to move floweſt. And never did any 
ttuly and orderly repent, that began not here, efteeming it the 
moſt foul and hateful of all, as David Pſal.51.5. And Paxl 
crying out of it, as the moſt ſecrer, deceirful and powerful evil, 
Rew.7-23,24. Andindeed, if we but clearly ſaw the foulnefs 
and deceitfulneſs of it, we wou!d not ſuffer our eyes zo ſleepnor - 
our eye-/ids to ſlumber, until a happy change had wrought theſe | 
hearts of ours ( which by Nature are no better than ſo many 
ſt 165 of anclean Devils) to become habitations for tie God of {a- 
cob 


Se. XL 
We are the curſed ſeed of rebellious Parents, neither need 


world with us. In «Adam the root of all, we 311 ſo ſinned, tliar.. 
if we had no inherent ſinof our own, this imputed fin of his; 
were enough to damn us, c 


Tn , - 


Ours 


Proper means to expel Groſs Ignorance; = 


$TY | 


© root be bictter, the branches cannot be better. They were the 
fountain, we the ſprixgs : if the fountain be filthy, ſo muſt the 

Frings. Whenceitis, that hely David cries out, Behold, 1 
was ſhapen in iniquity, and is fin did my mother coreceive me, 
* Pfal.51.5. 

T antillns puer, tant ns peccator, faith St. AnFtin : when a lite 
tle child, I was a great ſinner. As in the little and render baud, i 
_ the leaf, the bloſſom, and the fruit ; ſoeven inthe heart 

a yourg child, there is a bundle and pack of folly laid up, 
as Solomon affirms, Prov. 22.15. And as Moſes ſpeaks, The 
thoughts of mans heart are evil, even from his childhood, Gen. 
6.5. and 8.21. 

* Webrovught a world of ſin into the world with us,and were 

' condemned, (o ſoon as conceived ; we were adjudged to Eterxal 
deatb,before we lived a temporal life. As admit thou hadſt never 
offended in the leaſt thought,word, or deed, all thy life ; yea, 

* admit thou couldeſt now keep all the Commandments, actually 
and ſpiricually ; yet all this were nothing, it could not keep 
- thee out of Hell, ſincethat Original fin which we drew from 
| the loins of our firſt Parents, is enough to damn vs. 

Sin and corruption are the riches chat we bequeath to our 
* children; rebellion the inheritance that we have purchaſed for 
' them, death the wages that we have procured them. God made 
- us after his own image, but by fin we have turned the Image 
of Godinto the Image of Satay? Yea, like Satan, we can do 
- nothing elſe but /i,aud make others fix to,who would not ſo fin 
{ bur for us. 

. Asa f#rnace continually ſpark/es, as the raging Sea foams, 
and cafts up mire and dirt, and as a filthy dunghil does continu- 
ally reek forth, and evaporate odio edowrs,fo do our hearts na- 
turally rear forth unſavory erutftations, unholy lufts and mo- 
tions even continually, 

- As, Othe iofinicely intricate windings and curnings of the 
dark labarynths of mans heart {who finds nor in himſelf, an 5x- 
di[poſition 'of mind to all good, and an inclination to all evi/ ? 
'O the ſtrange monſters, the ugly, odious, hideous fiends ; the 
Twarms, licters, legions of noiſom luſts chat are couched inthe 
DN... We a Gs ſtinking 


Our firſt Parents were the root, we are the branches: if the | 


| ſtinking ſyes of every one of our deceitful hearts ! infomuch 


1 ons, ſo of all men. 


| or bodies, which is not become a ready inſtrument ro difhonour*, 


" - ** ; o 


Proper means to expel Groſs I [onorance, 1; 


that if all our rhowghes did bur break forth into ation , we! 
ſhould not come far ſhort of che Devi/; themſelves. 


Set, XII. 


And as the healthieſt body is ſubjeft to the mortalleſt diſeaſe, 
ſo there is go ſig ſo odious,unto which of our ſelves we are not 
ſufficiently inclinable. For Original fin, in which we are all 
born and bred,containeth in it ſelf the /eed of all fins,that fears 
ful ſi againſt the Holy Gbeſt it ſelf not excepred. 

Such venemons Natures we have, that never was there any 
villany committed by any forlorn miſcreant ,, whereunto' we 
have not a diſpoſition in our felves. Inſomuch, chat we oughe 
to be humbled, even for thoſe very ſins,from which weare in a / 
manner exempt : For that ( ain's envy, I/hmaei's ſcoffing, Rab 
foeha's railing, Shimes's curſing, Senacherib's blaſphemy, Dotg's 
wurther, Pharach's cruelty, Sodems luft, Tudat his treaſon, 5A 
lians apoftacy, &c. are not onr ſins, and as much predominant | 
in us, as they were in each of them, it is onely Gods free grace 
and goodneſs, For all of them ſhould have been thine and my *' 
fins,if God had left us to our ſelves, Lord,laith St. AuRin thou 
hait forgiven me thoſe fins which I have done, and thoſe fins 
which onely by thy graceI have not done : they were done in 
our inclination to them, and even that inclination needs Geds 
mercy. If we eſcape temprtatiog, it is his mercy ; if we ſtandin 
temptation,it is his mercy ; if our w/s conſent not, it is his mers 
cy; if we conſent and the act be hindred,ir is his merey ; ifwe 
fall and riſe again by repentance, allis his mercy. | 

We cry out of Cain, fadas,?aliay, the Sedomites ; alas,they* 
are but glaſſes to ſee our own facesin; for asin water, face an« 
ſwereth to face, ſo aoth the heart of man to may, (ayes Solomon, 
Prov.27.19. Even hating of God, is by the Holy Ghoſt char- 
ged upon all men, Row.1.30. i 15.23,234,25. We areall cut 
out of the ſame piece,and as there is the ſame nature of all Zj-" 


There is no paw. power, funttion,0r faculty,either of our ſeals 


30d « 


ax 4 Proper means to expel Groſs Ignorance. 
Go, our eyes are eyes of vaoity, our ears are ears of folly, our 
” mouth; mouths of deceit.our hands bands of iniquity,and every 
” part does diſhonour God,which yet would be glorified of him. 
© The »nderflanding which was given us to learn virtue, is apt 
now to apprehend nothing bur fin 5 the will which was given 
* "us co affect righteouſneſs, is apt now to love nothing but wick. 
| edneſs; the memory which was given us to remember good 
| things, is apt now co keep nothing bur evil chings, &c. For.fn 


eur heads to the ſole of our feet, there #s nothing whale therein, but 
waorrnds ,and ſwelling 5,and ſores full of corruption. To be ſhort we 


fire, being onely reprieved for a time. 


; Se. NXIIT; | 
-, And ſo much of Orszinal fn, which is the pravity, naughti- 
* nef6,and corruption of our nature, P/a/.51,5. Now of Atual 
* Ba,which is the craoſgreſſion of Gods Law, 1 foby 3.4. whea e- 
* Yil thoughts are |conſented unto, and performed in outward 
+ deeds, Zam.1.15. Touching which, we are £q know and take 
| Notice, that | 

* », The Law of God is.ſpiritual, and therefore requireth not 
- Onely ourward- obedience 1n word and deed, but alſo inward in 
| Ges and heart, and that chiefly ; neither doth-ic forbid onely 


e committing of outward ſins in word and deed, but alſo all 
© the ſecret corruptions of the mind and heart, Row.7.13,14,15- 
* fat. 5.21,22,27,28. I fohn.3.15. 

Again,where any duty is commanded, there.the means which 
tend thereto are enjoyned, and where any vice is forbidden, 
| there the occaſions, provocations, and allurements tending 
thereunto are alſo forbidden. Apain, 

- Itis ot enough to do that which is good for [bavce,except 
Wwe do it wel! alſo in regard of circumſtances ; as namely, that it 
flows from a pious & good heart, ſancified by the Holy Ghoſt, 
mnd be done in faith, obedience tothe Word, humility, ſaving 
koowledg and ſincere love to God, zeal of his glory and a delire to 
Eedific and win others : of which, 1 might give you many exam- 
"F'P*. EEO | c les 


- God-; our heart is a root of all corruption, a ſeed plot of all 


* like @ Spreading leproſie is ſo grown over us that from the crown of 


| are as 77a7tors.condemned.to-{uffter Ereyaal torments in Hell 


Proper means to expel Groſs Teworance. 't s 
ples 3 as of the Zews faſting, Iſa 58.3, to8. of thoſe reprobares 


| preaching in Chriſts name, and caſting ext devils, Mat. 7,21, 
* 22,23. of Cain's ſacrificing 1 John 3.12. He offered and Gd 

- abhorred, becauſe he cared not for the mwanzer, to do it well, 
God cared not for his offering,though the a& was good. Simdu. © 
Magus believed, Hered lift ned, Felix feared, Saul obeyed,Jexabet © 
fafted,che Phariſees prayed: but becauſe they did not beliepe ſo, 


hear ſo, fear ſo,obey 10,faft ſo,and pray fo as God required;and xs 


is before related, they were never che more regarded for what * 


they did. For /ove is the fountain of obedience, andall 2xteryal 
obedience to God, without inward love, is hypeerifſe: whereas 
{rift commends to his Di/ciples the care of keeping his com> 


--mandments aright, as the utmoſt teſtimony of their love unto 


him, 7ohn 15.10. 
Se. XIV. 


Which being ſo,how oft,and how many wayes do we all of- 
fendÞFor if we but narrowly look into our hearts and les, we 
ſhall eaſily perceive, that there is nor one of thoſe righreogs 
precepts ſer down, Ex0.20. which we have not broken tes thous 
ſand times,and tex thouſand wayer.Yea,OGoa(may the beſt of us 
fay )there is no veix in me, that is aot full of the'blood of thy 
Son,whom I have crucified and crucified again, by mulciplying 
many, and often repeating the ſame fins, there is no ayrery in 


me,that hath not the ſpirit of error, the ſpinit of pride,of paſſion, . 


of /uſt, the ſpirit of giddineſs init ; no boxe in me, thatis nor 
hardxed with the cuſtom of fin, xour:i/hed and ſnppled with the 
marrow of ſin ; no finews, no ligaments, which do not tie and 
chain ſin and ſin together. Yea,if we but watch over our own 
hearts nzrrowly. one day, we ſhall find an Army of unclean 
thoughts & deſires there, perpetually fighting againſt our ſouls, 
Whereby we are continually temprted,drawn away and inticed 
through our own concupiſcence. As how many temprations 
comein by thoſe Cinque Ports the ſeuſes ? how many more by 
Satans ixjeftions?preſenting to the affetFions things abſent from 
the ſenſes? but moſt of all by luſt ic ſelf, ( a thing not created, 
yet as quick as thought ) tumbling overa thouſand defires in 
one hour : For- the Devil and our fleſh meer together every 


| 
| 


| 
: 
' 
| 
' 
; 


xs —& Proper meant to expel Groſs Jemiraice. if 
'+ © day and hour,to engender new ſins, which is the reaſon our fins [were 
* ace counted amonp thoſe things which are infinite, as the heirs jeſs, 
# of our bead, the ſand: of the ſea, the ſfars of heaven. 'L Om 
[I > Weare ſwift co all evil, but co a1] good immoveable z when [then 
wedoevil, wedo it chearfully, and quickly, and eaſily ; butifſhow 
e do any good, we do it faintly, andrawly, and flackly. Ween. 
veuſed all our wiſdomto commit the footi/ane/s of fin z-0us)] 


{ whole converſation hath been to ſerve Satax, and to fulfil the and v 
lofts of the fleſh. We even ſuck in iniquity like water, and draw (Com 


on fon 45 it were with Cart ropes, Iſa.5. 18, It hath#been the 
courſe of our vvhole life,co /cave that which God commands,and Iither: 
- g0do that which be forbids. The wordand ſpirit may work in us prep: 
ſome flaſhes of deſire.and purpoſes of berter obedience,but wel from 
are conſtant innothivg, but in perpetaal offending ; onely\ſpeec 
therein we ceaſe not, for when weare wekjng,our fleſh cemptsÞmucc] 
us to wickedneſs; if we are ſleeping, it ſollicits us to filthineſs. vil ex 
-  Whateyer Godcommands, we do.che contrary : We prophaneJHalt 
bus Dayes, contemn hu Ordinanees, reſiſt his pyord, grieve bis] yeods 
- Spirit,miſuſe bis Meſſengers,hate our Reprovers, ſlander and per-| 15 abc 
|. {cente his People, ſcance our friends, give ill example to our neighel ſhip ? 

b ; aa open the mouths of Gods and our enemies, to blaſpheme thath traft; 
' emp Name after which we are called,and the truth we pro+| name 
F Tels. Yea, we have done more agai»ft God in one Week, than| Hs 
& we have done for him ever fince we were born. and whereas |the vi 
F the leaſt of Gods merciesis greater than all the courteſies of {yreſe: 
& men : we arenot ſo thankful to him for them all, as we are to |drop 
Fa friend for ſome one good turn. that | 


Seft. XV. | 


; Neither are we ſufficient of our ſelyes to think. much leſs to | Iry 
- Peak, leaſt of all to do ought that is goo0d,2 Cor.3. 5.70h.15-4,5. make 
There is ſo much weariſomneſs, pride, paſſion Luft,envy ignorance, the cl 
- wokwardneſs bypecriſie infidelity vain thoughts, nuprofitableneſs, humin 
= and thelike, cleaving to our beſt aRions, to defile them : that Waves 
* even our praying, and fafiixg, and repenting ; Our hearing y'\ will a 
| ÞPelieving,and giving ; our bohelt commanication,our moſt broy,|ftehe 
 Bherly adwojition,&c, arc in themſelves as filrhy rags, Iſa.64-6. fjtnd » 


were” wad | 


7 Proper means to expel Greſs Ignorance. 17. 
fling {were they not accepted in (rift, covered with his righteau- 
rs neſs, and waſhed white in his moſt precious blood, + 

|| Or very righteouſneſs 1s a5 a menitruons cleath;Iſa 64.6. What + / 
10 then. is our ſinfulneſs ? As bring we our lives to the rule; Look 
tifthow many fins are cheriſhcd,fo many falſe Gods there are cho. 
Neſſen. Look how many creatures thou inordinately /oveſt, fear- 

le, truſteſt, rejoyceſt in ; ſo many new Gods haſt thou comed ; 
end wilc thou not then plead guilty, when the firſt and fecond 
pmmandmentarraignerh thee ? 
the Thou caaſt not away with ſearivg ; but doſt thou reprove 
lndJehers for cheir ſwearing ? Didſt thou never hear. Sermons un» 
 us{preparecly,irreverently, &c.Does thy heart upon aSabbath reſt 
wel from worldly thoughts 2 much more thy tongue from worldly 
ely4 ſpeeches ? There is mwrther of the heart, hatred: Haſt not thou 
ptemurchered thy neighbours ſoul, by thy »eg/igence, perſwaſion, cs 
ſs. Ivil example;&c.Thou haſt nor ftoln,but haſt thouwnot coveted? 
autFHaſt thou been liberal co thoſe that are Owners of a part af thy 
bis] goods > Haft thou not 70bb'd thy brother of his good yame?which 
zer-[15 above filver and gold. Haſt not thou robb'd God of his wor- 
igheb ſip ? of his Sabbath; ? of his Tythes, &c, Lying, flattering, des... 
hath rafting, liſtni1g ro tales z yea not defending thy brothers goad 
ro+{ name, 1s tO bear falſe witneſs. This 7 
han | Haſt thou kept the tench Commandment ? which condemns 
eas Ithe very f:rſ# motions of (ins ſpringing out of our heartschough 
; of preſently rejected ; and a thouſand the like : and yer for every 
» to [drop of wickedneſs that is in the /fe, there is a/eg in the beart 
thar feeds it, 


4 


1 


| Se, XVI 


; tO Þ Trueif thou lookeſt on thy ſins in Satan falſe g/a/s,that will 
1,5. Jmake them ſeem light, and conremprible ; bur behold chem in 
nce, [he clear and perfect glaſs of Gods L4aw,and they will appear 4- 
e{s, Jhominable, Which makes onr Saviour call barred, mwrther ; a 
hat Warren eje,adxltery &c. Yea,confider thy fins 7ighrly and they 
ng [will appear as the ?adaſſes that berrayed,the Souldiersthar ap- 
04) frebended, bound, {more,and wounded thy Saviozr, a5 the gar Z 
4. 6,14900 vinegar in his month, ſpiztte on bis face, charms on his brad, 
ereWS{s 19 ts 4.1245 pers tn Bigfhde, $ec. 


F- 18 Proper means to expel Groſs Tonorauce. 
-» This is the way ro know thy ſelf ſinful : and as thas to know 
/ by ſelf, is the beſt Divinity,as Demonax ſaid of Philoſophy . fo 
thus to aggrauare thy (ins in thine own ight, 15 the onely way 
to have them exrenmated i the fight of God, Whence the more 
holy a child of Goa is, the more ſeofible he is of his own ##h- 
lineſs,, thinking none ſo vile as himſelf: as it fared with holy 


70b,chap.40.4. and 42.6. and with 1/aiah, chap.6.5- and 64.6. | 


and with St. Parl,1 Tim.1:15 Rom.7.14,to 25-and with holy 
David, who almoſt in every P/2/m ſo much bewails his own 
fins, Or749inal and attual, of omiſſion and commiſſion | 
- Carnal men are onely troubled for thoſe ſins that appear t 


the world,but thoſe in whom Chriſt is formed anew, think they | 


cannor be humbled enough for their evil choughts, vain and #4: 
profitable words; for the evil which cleaves even to their belt a- 
Rions ; for fins of omiſſi»,as the want of faith,and lvve,and re+ 
pentance, want of the true fear of Grd, the neglect of preparaty 
on,and unproficable þ:a7ing,of praying and reading in their fa- 
milies, of inſtructing their children and ſervants, of unifying 
the Sabbath;"and ſeeing that all under them do the famezthear 
#nfruifulneſs\under the cans of Grace, their not growtng in 
##«ce;and thelike. And thus do all experiment4! Chriſtians, 
all chat have Spiricual eyes. The want whereof T take to be the 
cauſe of all deſperate wickedneſs; as what elſe bur invincible 
18norance is the czuſe, why wickedneſs ſo abounds in every cor- 
ner ofthe Land ? $7z indeed ac firſt was the cauſe of ignorance, 
but now 3gnorauce is the cauſe 0f fy : ſwearing and lying, and 
killing, and fealing, and whoring abound ( faich the Prophet ) 
becanſe there is no knowleag of God in the Laxa, Hoſ.4.1,2. It 
#5 a people that do erre in their hearts, ſays God? why ? Becauſe 
they have not known my wayes, Plalm 95. 10. Teare deceived, 
(faith our Saviour) becar/e ye know not rhe Scripteres neither the 
power of God, Matth.22.29. When Chriſt wept over 7er«ſar 
lems, what was the cauſe ? even weir blindneſs. 
known ( faith he ) at /eaFt in rhis thy day, thiſe things which now 
.are hid from thine eyes, Luke 19 42, Becauſe men know not 


the wages of evil.cherefore they ds ;c ; and becauſe they would 
ſecurely dot, therefore they refuſe to kyow ir. O that men 
- knew how good it is to obey,to di/vbey how evil: for this would Þ 


If thou had q 


T 


Poper means t0 exvel Groſs Joncrance, rs” 
ſoon difperſe and diſpel all the b/ach.clouds of their 725g aiup fins 
na moment; if they were wiſe (ſaith St. Bernard) they would 
fore-ſee the rorments of Hel?, and prevent them ; bur they that 
wander in by paths, declare themſelves ignorant of the 3g ht- 
way of ſalvation, Row.3.17,l grant,many thatare wicked have 
a ſhew of wiſdom : bur let them ſeem ro know never ſo much 
yet it is through ignorance that they do ſo ll. ; 


Seft. XVI [. 


And ſo having given youa ſhort ſurvey of our wretched- 
neſs, by reaſon of Origizal ſin and aftual tranſgreſſions, by-which 
' we muſt confeſs to have deſerved double damnation;] come now 
to declare the means which God of his infinite goodneſs hath 


| found our, both for the ſatisfying of bis juſtice, and alſo freein 


us from the guilt and puniſhment of either, And this with as 
much brevity, as may ſtand with perþ!cairy. 

" Firſt in general we muſt undoubredly know, that the ſole 
perfeion of a Chriſtian," is the imputation of Chriſts righteonſ+ 
xe/s,and the not impatarion of his own anrighteonſneſs;as appears 
dy che whole currant of Scripture, of which a few. 

Even the Son of man came to give his life a ranſom for many, 
Mar. 10.45. As in Adamall die,ſo in ( hrift ſpall all be made 
alive, 1 Cor. 15.21,22. As byone mans ai{obedience, many 
were made ſinners : ſoby the ebedience of one, ſhall many be made 
righteous, &c. Rom.5.18,19. As by the offence of one the fault 
came 0n all men to condemnation: ſo by the juſtifying of ons, the 
benefit aboanded toward; all men to juſtification of life Rom.5.18. 
Unto Feſms Chriſt that lrued us and waſhed us from onr ſins in his 

own blood Rev. 1.5» The blood of Feſus Chriſt his Son,cleanſeth 

# from ad onr fins, 1 John 1.7. He tu the reconciliation for our 

fnr,&c. 1John 2.1,2. He hath mad: him to be fin for us, why 

knew 229 ſin : that wo might be made the righteonſneſs of God in 

bim,2 Cor.5.21. He w.s delivered into death for onr fins,and ts 

riſen again for our juſtification, Rom. 4 25. Who bis own ſelf, 

bare our fins in his own beay on the tree ; by wh:ſe ſtripes we wei 

healed,-1 Pet 2-24; Hewas wennded for our tranſTreſſtonr, he 


| cho: SUL AUL1 alt 57 | 
as brokgn for onr iniquitiesy the choſti/ement of onr peave w.t7 


"— *s A#hl». 


| Proper means to expel G roſs Ignorauge.. 


ether name under Heaven whereby we muſt be ſaved, Ats 4.12, 


T he wages of ſin # death,bnt the gift of God ts eternal life through | 
7 eſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom.,6.23. 1 am the reſurreftion and the | 
life, he that believeth in me, although he were dead, yet ſhall he | 


live, John 11.25. Tex hath he quickned that were dead in treſ- 


4 there ſalvation in any other ; for among men there us grven wont | 


paſſes and ſins,Epheſ.2 1. God /o loved the World, thar he gave 
by onely begotten ſon, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhonld net 


periſh, but have ever/aſting life. For God ſent not his Son into ; 
#0 


the world, to condemn the world ; but that the world through him 
might be ſaved, John 4.16, to 20. 


+ God commenaeth his love tewards us, in that while we were »t |' 


fenners, Chr iſt died for us : much more then being now juſtified 
by his blosd, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath through bim. For if 
, when we were enemies, we were reconciled ts God by the death of 
bis Sen : much more being reconciled, we ſpall be ſaved by hu 
Gfe, Rom.5.6,to 11. read rotheend of the chapter. See more 
7ohn 1.29. Ai 13.39. Rom 6.4,t0 23, and 8.2,3. and 10. 
4- 1Cor.15.56, Cel.1.14. Gal.3-22. Heb,go2.8. 1 Pet.l.l8,1g, 
20. 1 Jobs 3.8, 


Set, XVIIL. 


As Chriſt was a ſinner onely by the imputation of our ſins ;|/ 


ſo weare jult,onely by the imputation of his »igkreouſneſs. Our 
good works (were they never ſo many and = cannot juſtifie 
1s,0r deſerve any thing at Gods hands; it is onely in ( þr:ft that 
they are accepted,and onely for Chrz# that they are rewarded, 
Yea, the opinion of t!:1ne own righteouſneſs, makes thy con- 
dition far worſe than the wickedelt mans alive, For Chriſt that | 
came to ſave all! weary and heavy laden finners z ( be they 


. never ſo wicked ) neither cameto ſave, or once call thee that 


haſt no ſin, but art righteous enough without him. As hear f 
his own words to the proud Phariſees, who had the ſame |. 


thoughts of themſelves as thou haſt z They rhat be whole need | 


| Fighteonr but ſinners, 19 repentance. The leſt ſorep of the houſe of 


wot the Phyſician but they thas are ſick 1 am not come to call the |. 


. I/ rat | 


nor Hell, could have yielded any fatisfaRtory thing beſides, 


Proper means to expel Groſs Innorance. _ '2 : 
Iſrael, Mat. 9.13. and 10.6. and 15 24- and 18-11, Norcan; 
any /oul be ſo dangerouſly fck, «s thou,who art leaſt /e»/eb/e of! 


| thy being fick- 


Briefly, until with Saint Paul, thou renounceſt thine own - 


| righteouſneſs,ſceſt thy ſelf the greateſt of ſinners and art ableto 


diſcern fin in every thing,thou canſt think, /peak, or do, andthat 
thy very righteouſnels is no better then a menſtruous cloth, 
1/a.64.6, thou canſt have no part in Chit. And until Chriſt 


} ſhall becomethine by Regeneration, and a /ively faith, thou arc 
- boundto keep the Whole Law, attzally and ſpiritmally, with thy 


whole man, thy whole life; or elſe ſuffer eternal death and d-- 


4} ſtruction of body and ſoul in Hell, for thy not keeping it, 'S> 


that chou haſt yet co anſwer (and I pray mind it ſeriouſly) for 
all che ſins that ever thou haſt committed, who art not able to 
anſwer for one of the leaſt of them. For the wages of fin (any 
ſin, be it never ſo ſmall) is etezzal azatb, Rom 6.23. Gal-2-16, 
I19,20,21« | 

Neither let Satraz,nor thy own deceirful bear: delude thee;in 
thinking that thou baſt faich, when thine own words declare 
the contrary. Nor would I ask any more evidence againſt thee* * 
in this,than thine own mouth,in ſaying that thou never doubt-- * 
edſt in all thy life: for this makes it plain,that thou never badft 
faith, nor never kneweſt what faith means. For he who never 


|. doubted, never believed : and Satan hath none fo ſure, as thaſe 


whom he zever yet aſſaxited. 
Set. X [Xs 


But this being a main fuxdamental prixt which every man is 
bound to know, I will more particularly ana fully explain ir, as 
thus : 

Man being in a moſt miſerable, and undone condition ; by 


» reaſon of Or; ginal and afzal Sin, and of the curſe axe to buth, 
+ being liable to all miſeries in this life, and adjudped to. ſuffer 
' Eternal torments in Hell fire aft:r death, havin 

to eſcape the fierce wrath of Almighty God ; who bad already * 


poſſibility 


pronounced ſentence upon him; When neither Heawey, Earth, 


$R Proper means to expel Groſs Ignorance. 
* Chriſt z that could have ſatisfied Gods juftice, and-werited 
| Heaven forus : then, O then ! God of his infinite wiſdom and 
goodneſs; did not onely find out a way to fatisfie bis juffsce,and 
the Law ; but even gave us hz4 own, Sox, out of his botom, and 
his Son gave h;im/e/f todie.even the moſt /hameful, painful, and 
Eur{ed acath of the (, roſs to redeem us, that whoſeever believeth 
os him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, John 3.16. 
A mercy beſtowed, and a way found out, that may aſtoniſo all 
the ſons of menon Earth, and Angels in Heaven) Wherefore 
wornaer at this, you that Wonder at nothing | that the eternal God 
world die, to redeem our worſe then loſt fouls ; that we might 
not ate eternally > O the dcrpreſs of Goas love 1 O the unmeaſure- 
able meaſure of his bounty ! O Son of Ged, who can ſufficiently 
Admire thy love, or commena thy pity, Or extol thy praiſe) It was 
a wonder that thou wadeft :r5 for thy ſelf, more that thou madeſt 
thy ſelf man for i ; but moſt of all chat thou ſhouldeſt wymake 
thy ſelf, that thou ſhouldeſt ale to /ave ze. ap 
Which ſalvation ſtands in two things : Firſt, in freeing and 
delivering ws from Hell; Sccondly, in the poſſeſſion of Heaven, 
@nd eternal life. ( brift by his death merits the firit for us: and 
by his ebedjexce fulfilling the Law, merits the /econd. The parts 
of our juſtification are likewiſe two : the remiſſion of our (ins, 
and the imputation of Chriſts rightesſneſs ; whereby we have 
freedom from a4 evil h:re, and the perteRtion of all good and 
happineſs is Heaven. Inſomuch thar all thoſe millions of mer- 
cies that we have received from before and fyce we were born 
either for ſoz{ or boay, (even to the leaſt bir of bread we ear ) or 


for us, with the price of his own preciczs blood, For which ſec 
P/al.68.19. and 145.15,16. and 75 6,7. 

Hear this all you tha: care to be ſaved ! God will pardon all 
VYOur fins, he will give you an eternal Crown of 010;'y 'n Heaven, 
if you unfeignedly repent, and wholly ? ety 11P277 Chriſt, for your 
ſalvation by a /ively fairh, and tha becauſe he is juſt ; for al- 
though the Lgrd cannot in juſtice ler ſin go unpuniſhed, ( for 
the wages of {i z5 eternal Ceath, Rom.6.23. death in the per- 
ſor, if not in the ſxrety. ) Yet (hrift bath ſufficiently ſarisfi-d 


ſhall exjoy toeternity; Cixrilt of his free grace hath purchaſed ! 


- forall che ſus of the /aithful, and paid their debt even to the | 
an ; MOOG NE PINR EONS: utmoſt 


" Proper meanrto expel Graſs Teumrats m7 


'. utmoſt farthing, as is evident by-J/a.5 3.4,5. 2 Cor-5:2t Hep. 


9.26, 1 Pet. 2.4. Rem3 25,26. 1 John 1.79. © and ſundry * 


| ocher places. . As, are we bound to perform perfet obediehee 


ro the Law? Chriſt performed it for us, Were we for dif6-: 
bedience ſubject to the ſentence of condemnation; the curſe dF - 
the Law, and death of body and ſoul ? He was condemned for 
us,and bore the curſe of the Law ; he died in our ftead an igno- 
minious d-ath, Did wedeſerve the anger of Go ? He endu- 
red bis Fathers wrathful diſpleaſure, thac ſo he tight reconcile 
us to his Facher,and fer us at liberty. He that deſerved zo fare 
row. felt mach,that we who deſerved much might feel none. And 
by his Wounds we are healed, Ia.53.5. Adam eatthe Apple, 
{hrift paid the price. . Ina word, whatſoever We owed, Chri/ 
diſcharged, whatſoever we deſerved, he ſuffered, if not in the 
ſelf-ſame puniſhments (fer be'being God, could nor ſuffer the 
Eternal torments of Hell ) yet in proportion, the dignity of his 
Perſon, ( he being Godand Man) giving value unto his tems 


. porary puniſhments, and making them of more value ane 


worth,thenif all che world ſhould have ſuffer'd che eternal tore 
ments of Hell. For it is more for one that is eterxal to die, than 
for others to die eteryally. Therefore was the Son of God made 
the Sor of man, that the [ons of mey might be made the Soxs of 
God : And therefore was he both God and man, leſt beingin e- 
very reſpect God, he had been too great ro /uffer for man ; or bes 


' Inginevery reſpe& max, he had been to, weak to ſatisfie God. 


And ſo much for explication of che third Principle, mentioned 
in the beginning. 


$688; XK. 


But now comes the hardeſt part of my work to be performed. 
For admit the Natural man be convinced of the truth of theſe 
three fundamental Principles never ſoclearly; yet be will draw 
ſuch a concluſion from the premiffes, that he will be never che 
better for vvhat hathbeen cold him;yea he will decoR all(even 
the mercy and goodneſs of God ) into poyſon. For vvbat vvill 
ſuch a one ſuggelt to himſelf ( the Devil belping foryvare ?') 


| Let it be granted, vvill he ſay,that I vvere every vvay vigetched |, 


B 4 - /and ©. 


RI 2/4 »s toexpel Groſs Ignirance. 

KN miſerable;a great [Sinner both Originally and Ataally, 

and likewiſe liable to all the. plagmes of rhis Life, andof that to 

* come ; yet I thank God, l am well enough ſo long as Chriſt hath 

. paid my ranſom,and freed me from all by a new Covenant, the 
renure whereof is, Believe and live, whereas at ficlt it was, Do 
this, and live. To which 1 anſwer : 

In Covenants and Indentures between party and party, there 
are alwaies arpcles and conditions to be performed on the one 
fede,as well as promiſes to be fulfiled 6n the other, as ſaith Pare- 
4 Now as God hath covexantedand bound himſelf by his Word 

and Sea), to-remit thee thy fins,adopt thee his child by regene- 
ration, and give thee the kingdom of Heaven, and everlaſting 
life, by and for his Sons ſake; fo Chri/# hath for and on thy be- 
half undertaken ; yea, thou thy ſelf didſt for thy part bind thy 
. felf by cove--ant, promiſe, and vow in thy baptiſm, that thou 
wouldelt forſake the Deciland all his works,conſtantly believe 
| Gods holy word,and obediently keep his Commandments,the 
better thereby to expreſs thy thankfulneſs towards him for ſo 
greata benefic,1 Per.3.21. P/al.116.12,13,14. And we know 
tbat in Covenants & Indentaresif the conditions be.not kepr,the 
Obligation is uct in force: Whereby milltons( Magnlike)after 


go to the fire of Hell, Yea, except we repent and believe the 
Goſpel, (threats and prect pts as well as promiſes ) that holy $4- 
erament,togcther with the offer of Grace, inſtead of ſcaljyg to 
us our ſalvation, Will be an obligation under or own Hand and 
Seal againiVus, and fo prove a Scale of cur greater condemnati- 
on. Therefore the main queſtion is, Whether thou arr a belie- 
ver? For although Chri in the Geſpe?, math m-de many large 
and precious promiſes;there are none iv general. which are not 
limited, with the condition of faith, and the fruit thereof un- 
fergned repentance; and each of them are ſo tied and entailed, 
that none can lay claim to them, dur true believers which re- 
pent and turn from a! their ſtns, tO ferve him in kolineſs,with- 
one which no man ſhall ſee the Lord,Heb.1 2.14. 1fa.59,40. As 
for initance, Qur Saviour hach made publick Proclamation, 
Atark.1'6. 16. That whoſoever ſhell believe, and be bartized ſhall 
KY {- bat mark wha withal is added;be that Wil not believes» 


- 


- n A 


"Y 


| l ; 
Sn} " 


the water of Bapti/m(which isa Seal of the Covenant of Grace ) | 


& ill | 


| was ſhed as well for ablation,as for ab/o/ution: as well to cleanſe. 
; from the ſoil and filth of ſin, as to clear and aſſoil from the guilt of 


| fore bim in love, Eph.1.4. They therefore that never come to 


' Proper means to expel Grofs Irnoyance, "08 
ſrall be damned. Again, God ſo lL,ved the world, that he gavebas* 
onely begotten Son ; that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould nag ©: 
periſh, but have everlaſting life, Johng-15,16. And that none + 
may deceive thernſelves, he adderh ; He that believeth in hings * 
got condemned ; but he that believeth not, is condemned alreaay. : 
becauſe he hath not believed,in the Name of the onely begotten 
' Sow of God. And this 1s the condemnation, that light 15 come in- 

to the world; and men love darkneſs rather than light,” John 3. 
| 19,20. And again, As many as received him, to thens he gave 
power to become the Sous of God : even to them that believe on bis 
| Name, John 1.12. 

Again, Heb.5.9, He u ſaid tobe the Attthor of eternal ſal» 
vation, unto all that obey him : not unto them which continue in 
their rebellious wickedneſs, and never ſubmit chemſelves to be 
ruled by the ſcepter of his Word : Chrifts blod(ſaith Zaxchy } 


fin,Rom.6.5,6. Ged hath choſen us in Chriſt, before the founda- 
tiou of the world ; that we ſhould be holy, and without blame bes 


be holy, were never choſen. He is faid co have gives himſelf .- 
for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purge us to 
te a peculiar people unto bimſelf, zealous of good works,Tit-2.14., 
Luke 1.74.75. Yea,the Lord binds it with an oath, that whom 
foever he redeemeth ont of the hana; of their ſpiritual enemies they 
ſhall worſhip him in holineſs aud righteouſneſs all the dayes «f their 
life Luke 1.73,74,75- 1 Pet.2.24.and Vit.2. The Grace of God 
which bringeth ſalvation,teachith us that we ſhould deny ungoali- 
neſs and worldly In5ts and that we ſhonld tive ſoberly.rizhteouſly, 
and gedly, in this preſent world, verie 12, 

By all which it is plain, that as Chriſts blood is a charter «of 
pardon ; ſo withal it is a Covenant of Direction; and he that 
refuſeth to live as that Covenant preſcribes, may periſh as a 
Malefaftor that is hanged with his pardon abour his neck. 


Set. XNX1. 
Bor alas ! ſay what can be ſaid, carnal men ( who love therr 


ſfns better than their /oxls ) will anſwer all; yea. confute 
Jat. ſp 


Ye per me, Ss 10 expel G roſs Tomorance. 


ZÞhatſocver can be alledped, with, God is merciful ; Or incaſe 


© that will not ſerve, yetthey have another ſift ; or rather the | 


+ Eneftiy of Maa. kind _—_— them with an evaſ6en, telling 
;- them that they have a {hong faith, good bearts, and mean well ; 
they repent of their ſing, have as good wiſhes and deſires as can be, 
are elefted hope to no to Heaven us well as the beſt, &c. But to &- 
yery one of theſe, 1 anſwer. 

Firſt, crue faith prrificth the heart,and worketh by love, conſu- 
meth onr corruptions, and ſanttifieth the whole man throughout, 
ſo that our faith to God is ſeen in our faithfulneſs co men ; our 
inviſible belief, by our viſible life. 

Faith and holineſs are as inſeparable as life and mtion,the [wn 
and /ight,fire and hear ice and coldaeſs, the ring and greenneſs, 
the ro/e and ſweetneſs, ſteel and hardneſs, chriſtal and clearneſs, 
pitch and foulneſs, honey and ſweetweſs. Again faith believeth 
the threats of the Word; together with the promiſes, Now 
thou who pretendelt belief in che promi/es, ſhew me thybeliet 
in the threatnings. For didit thou believe the truth of thoſe 
menaces, which Goa hath denounced againſt wxclean, roverou, 
ambitious unjuſt enviius malicious perſons,and ſuch like ſinners, 

-- how durlt thou then ſo wallow intheſe ſins, that if God inſtead 

of Hell, had promiſed Heavez asa reward unto them, thou 
coulde} not do more chan chou doſt > Why. ſhouldeſt thou 
deceive thy ſelf with an opinion of fairh ® when indeed thou 
believelt not /o much as the Devil does: for he belicves| namely 
. the threatnings of the Word ] and rrembles for horror, james 2, 
Bat thou goeſt on in fin, even mocking at the menaces, andin 
the infidelity of thy heart, giveſt chem che lie, ſaying no ſuch 
thing ſhall befall me. But [nvadunt rrbem ſomno vinoque ſepul- 
tarp ; when they ſhall ſay peace and ſafety, then comes on them ſud- 
den deffruflion, 1 Theſl.5.3. 

Though thoſe per/ecaters of Chrift, and mrrtherers of the 
Lord of life,were the Devils children ; as they were plainly told 
by truth it ſelf, 70h 8.44. ver they moſt confidently belie- 
ved, and ſtifly maintained, that God was their father, verſe 41. 
Ard ſo will tke worſt of menin theſe dayes,fuch as donothing 
bur fin, and make others fin, ſuch as glory in, and maintain 


| 


Ws Again, | 


* Satan confirms him in this his deceir. 


ward ations declare the inward intextionss A good converſion 


Far Preper meant to expel Groſs Ignorance. © 
Apain, 4s faith is wrought by Go ſpirit ; ſo where ir. 

wrought, it brings forth the fruits of thÞ [pirit, mentioned Cah® 

5.22,23. Whereas preſumption, as it 5 of the fleſs, ſo it brings 

forth the fruits of the fleſs, verſ.,19,20 21. 

 Butitis very caſte tv beleeve, thinks the ſenſualiſt; yes, but 

why ? Saran troubles not ſuch, for then he who begot this pres . 


Beſides, this is a ſure ' 
rule,that that perſwaſion onely,which follows ſornd humiliation, 
lis faith ; that which goes before itis pre/nmption. And as Am 
broſe (peaks, No man can repent of fx, but he that believes zhe 
pardon of fin : nor none can believe his ſins are pardoned, except 
be hath repented. Beſides how eafie a matter ſoever thou thin« 
keſt itis to believe, he that goes abour ic, ſhall find it as hard 
« worke to believe the Goſpel,as to keep the Law ; and onely God 
muſt enable to both z and yet ſo far as we come ſhort of cis. 
ther,ſofar forth we have jult cauſe to be humbled; if we con- 


(bus faith in him, ſhould be divided againſt himſelf, Nay, 


IMidec how Ged at firſt made us, and how wofully we have un- 


made our ſelves, Burt 


Se. XXII, 


' Secondly, As for their good hearts and meanings, they ma F, 
think what they will, but every wiſe man knows, that the gue» 


is proved by 4 good converſation. 

There is no heart made of fleſh, which at ſome time or other 
relents not ; even Flint and Marble will in ſume weather ſtaud on 
drops. * Men may flatter Ged with their months, and with their 
rengnes diſſemble with him, when their hearts are net upright 


| with bims, Pſal.78.36,37. And indeed, they whoſe words and 


deeds are faulty and evil, and yet plead the goodneſ of their 
hearts toward God, are like malefaors, who being convided 
of theft,or the like navghticeſs, by plain evidence to their faces, 
do appeal to the teſtimony of ſuch perſons for their purgation, 
as they know cannot be found. And in cale the hearts of fiich 
men could be ſeen of others,as their works and words are,their 
bearts would appear worlt of all, asthey do to G4, who >, 

them 


&  Profer tWegur to expel Groſs Ignorance. 
cm. Noris any eyil fp the ouch or hand, which was notin 
Th: beare ficit of all, as the ſtream in the fountain. And ler a 
vicious man boaſt never ſo much of his good heart, I will as 
ſoon believe him thac ſaith he hath the Philoſophers ſtone, and 
yet 4zves like a Beggar ; which two hang togecher like a ſick 
marks dream, 

We have good hearts, and mean well ; alas poor ignorant 
ſouls | for every drop of wickedneſs that appears 5n the life, there 
is an Ocean in the heart. The heart of man u deceitful above all 
. things: And while he thinks there is no deceit init,even in that 
he is moſt of all deceived. ' Sinners are like that peremptory 
Sexton, that ſaid, howſo:ver the day goes] am ſure the { lock goet 
xight. $0 that the Spaxiſo proverb does every way pleaſe me, 

Defienaa me Dios ae mio, God defend me from my elf. 
Carnal men are apt to boaſt of the goodnels of their hearts ; 
bur a mani heart is as arch 4 T rajtor as any he ſhall meet with» 
. all. Wetruft it too much and know it too little; as it fared With Les 

#:, Gen.30.18. and Hazael, 2 Kings 8.12413. and Peter,Mar, 
--126:33. Luke 22.32. Mark 14.29. - And thoſe Jews, Ads 2. 
+. 36. Andall chis they will acknowledg in the end ; yea, prove 


- 


bes, and that the fetters which Sin wakes it muſt wear. 
Seb, XXL 


Thirdly, Touching their repentance,my anſwer is, True re- 
pentance fur ſin, is2 turzing from every Sinto the contrary 
good. Inail true repentance 25 a change, both in the judgment 
fcom error to truth,and in the wi// from evil to good,and 1n the 
affections from loving evil,and hating good, to love good, and 
hate evil zin the who'e man from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Saran unto Ged.Wichout which change,no repentance, 
no being ſaved:The two main and eſſential parts of repentance, 
are contrition or humiliation, aa1 converſion or reformation. It is 
not true reyentance, except humiliation and reformation go bah 
rogether;for either of theſe ſingle,make bur a half,or halting re- 


 pentance, Anunreformed ſor7ow, is but deformed : and a ſor- 
- rowlet reformation,is but a very forry one. Humiliation without | 


mw 
- 


by experience, that Heaven is fall of good works, Hell of good | 


—— 
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reformation, 1s a foundation withont a bytlding ; and reformation: 
without humiliation, 1 4 buildiag without a foundation-, THAAs: 
was grieved for murthering Cbri/t, yer no change followed:he 
fell ro murthering of himſe}f. Ir is not poſſible a man ſhould 
truly grieve, and be diſpleaſed for kis ſins ; and yet continue in 
them without a change, 


Sett. XXIV. 


Fourthly,as for their aſſurance of ſalvation,itis upon as good 
ground as all the reſt;for they ſlamber,and ſuppoſe themſelves 
good Chriſtians z their faith is buta dream, their hope but a 
dream, their charity but 4 dream, their obedience buta dreamy 
their whole religion but a d/cam,and fo their aſſurance of ſalva- 
tion is but a dream ; they have regeneration in-conceit, repen- 


| tanceand righteouſneſs in conceir, they. /erve God well in conceit, 


do the works of juſtice and piety in conceic, and they ſhall go 
to Heaven onely in conceit, vr ina dream, and never awake until 
they feel themſelves in the flames of Hell. Every drunken bealt 
and blaſphemer thinks to go to heaven, though none ſhall come 
there nor once ſee God without holineſs, which they abhor,  : 
One minds nothing but his c»ps, another nothing but his coy: 
a third onely his Cxrtezax; yet all theſe point to. meer ins 
Heaven, but this is not the way thither. The l#ſt of the fleſh,the 
Iſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, 1 John 2.16. is a broad 
way, but not.to Heaven. Micha when he had a Levite in his 
houſe, thought that God loved him, 7adg.17.13. Icis uſual 
with formaliſts, when they have the Sacrament in their Belly, 
to think that all is well. As the Fews thought, we may put a way 
our wives, we may ſwear, we may hate our enemies, we may 
kill the Prophers,fubjet the Word of Goa to our traditions, and 
follow our own wayes ; Why ? Abraham #z onr father John 8. 
39. But by their leave,Chri#7 calls them Baſtayds,and finds out 
another father for them,vr/ 44+ Te are of your father the Des 

vil,asd the Iufts of your father ye Will av. Prophane Libertines, 

ſuch as aceonnt not themſelves well, but When they are doing ill ; 


yea,the moſt covetous oppreſ{ors, who may ſay as Pope Lev did, * 
I can haye no'place in heaven, becauſe I have fo often /o/d it wpo 


£8;h : 


30 - Proper means to expel Groſs Ignorance. 

+ earrb, every man of them hopes ( I confeſs, with more confj- 
gence, than judgment ) to have benefic by the Goel, when 
they will not be tied co the leaſt :5:2/e of the Law. Bur if Chyiſ 
be not our King to govern us, he will neither be our Propher 
ro forewars, nor Our Prieſt to expiite.Except we forſake our ſons, 
God will never forgive them; yea,he hath ſworn by an oath,char 

- Whyſcever he redeemeth ont of the hands of their ſpiritual enemies, 
ſhall ſerve bim in holineſs and righteonſneſs all the dayes of their 
lives. Neither can it confilt with his juſtice, to pardon ſuch as 
continue in an evil courſe of lifes 

If Chrift. hath freed us from the damnation of fin,he hath alfo 
freed us from the d»minion of fin. If with his blood he hath 
quenched the fire of Hell for u4, he hath alſo quenched the fire of 
Iuſfts in us. Chrifts juſtifying blood.ts given us by his ſauttifying 


alvation unto all them (and them onely ) that obey him, Heb. 5. 
9. Of whomſouever a man #5 overcome, even unto the ſame he 15 in 


Fx5,no conſcience of your a&iong,no care of your lives ? alle 
+ unjuſtly arrogate. 
Sed, XXV. 


But yet more to convince you, you go to Heaven, when it 
ſundry particulars, you fall fort of many wicked reprobates tCs 
corded in Scripture : as do but deal impartially wich thy ſelf, 
and cell me thou civil juſticiary, whether thou ever hadft thy , 
heart upon hearing the threatnings of the Word, to relent and 
humble thy ſelf, with Ahab ? to confeſs thy fins, and deſire the 
people of God to pray for thee, with Pharaoh ? to be affeRted 
- with joy in hearing the Word, &praCtiſe many things, with He- 
#2: to be zealous againſt ſin, with Zehu*willingly to part with' 
a good part of thy goods, with Azaziz ? toforſake the world 


trit. He being conſecrated, was made the author of Eternal” | 


boxdapge,2 Pet.2.19. Have yethen no governmear of your paſ- | 


hypocrites, ye do butabuſe and prophane that name, which ye th 
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and all chy hopes in it,to follow poor Chriſt, as Demas and 0- 
thers ? to venture thy life with {/zxander the Copper-(mith, in 


EC 1$ CON» 


E pented,there is contrition.; he ſaith;l have ſinned, ther 
adhd | | X b. fefliony, 


cleavirig to chetruth ? yea,it is ſaid of 7 #4 himſelfrhat he re». | 


their þ 
Lord of 
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Proper means to expel Groſs Iguorances FT 
efſion,and he reſtored the money 2giin, there is fatisfaRions -* 
which is all the Papiſts repentance : and yet he is 7uds the for 
of perdition ſtill. Now tell me, doft thou not come ſhort of” 
theſe ? many ſuch as theſe be. wicked reprobates, and yer wile 
thou pleaſe thy ſelfin a falſe conceirt of thine own happineſs, 
who comeſt further behind them, thea they do behind rue 
Chriſtians? if ſome that have journied in che wilderneſs to 


{K adeſp barnea,ſhall yet never enter into Gods refF; ſhall thoſe 


that never left Egypt ? Isthe ſtory ground reprobate ? and can 
the high way ground be good ? lhereare three ſorts of ground 
mentioned, /ar.4 4,5,6,7.and the very worlt of them receives 
the ſeed, yet all damned ; whither then ſhall che cempeſt of 
Gods wrath drive them, that would never yet give the Goſpel 4 
Religious ear. ; 
But vicious men,think God iis all mercy (as foggy air uſeth to 

repreſent every objet far bigger than it ts) when che Word tells 


us, that he #5 4 conſuming fire, and a jealous God, Deut.4 424. 
Heb. 12.29. and when we ſhall fiad in Dext.28. thrice as many: 


curſes as blefſings. Doſt thon expect to have bim meresfal 26: 


thee, that art »wnmercifal, cruel, and bloody to him, to his, and: 


thine owx ſo:1? none that have eyes in their heads, and open,can 


The fo ſottiſh, Bur Sx 5s like the juyce of Popgie, called Opium ; 


ird of Life; AQs 2.36,37,38 


'Fwhich if the quantity exceed, bringeth the Patzext into a-deep 
Fſeep,char he ever awaketh, Sianers dream they are awake, buc 


Irdeed they are faſt aſieep ; yea, with Sardrs they are dead, © 
while they chink they are alive. | 

And indeed this msiſprifcon, or miſtake, this very opinion of 
king incaſe good enough, keeps a man out of all poſſibility of 
teins bettered ; for what we preſume to have arrained, we ſeek 
dot after.Yea,this conceited r1ghteonſneſ5,is the onely canſe of all 
righteouſneſs ; and many a man had beengood,it he had nor 
t preſent ſo thought himſelf, Until Pax/ was humbled to the 


}'ery ground, trembling and aStoniſhed, henever avked Fefin, 
#hat Wilt thou have me to do. And the like of thoſe { onverts 
that were prick in their hearts at Peters ſearching Sermoxn,upon 


Meir being” convinced, that they were the I{rrtherers of the 


Set. XXVI. % 


In the laſt place, touching their E/eFion, this is an infallible 
truth ; whomſoever God hath appointed ro ſalvation,to them þ 
hath appointed rhe means alſo, which is holineſs. Indeed a may 
” may be ſo boid of his predeſtination, as to forget his converſas 
" r5em ; ſo he may dream himſelfin Heaven,and waken from thi 
dream in Hell. Gods purpoſe tonching the end,includes the meany. 
Though God had promiſed Paw/ that his compayy ſhould not be 
- drowned, yet hetold the Mariners, that unleſs they kept in the 
- S$bip,they ould be drowned, Acts 27.22,23,31. as if their ſafes 
ry ſhould not be without means. Rebekah had Gods Oracle fot 
acobs life, yer ſhe ſent him away out of EZ/as'sreach. It wa 
- ampoeſlible for Herod to hurt the child Feſas, yet be mult flie j# 
"to Egypt- | 
And fo I have ſhown in the laſt place,what are the conditios 
of the new Covenant, and to whow the Promiſes belong ; which 
-  allthatT undertook. Now if men will yer go on, and periſh 
- their impenitency, their blood be on their own heads, and ng 
on mine, Thave diſcharged my duty. 4 
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